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Abstract

Pufendorf’s legasy is of universal significance for philosophy of law, inasmuch as his

natural law attained independence from Theological supremacy, as well as from natural
sciences and set an important precedent of differentiation between natural and positive law.
Samuel Pufendorf creates a specific natural law on duties, wherein human rights are seen as a
precondition of carrying out duties.
Dissertation's (7he Principle of Duty in Natural Law Philosophy of Samuel Puféendorf)
purpose of the research: To study the duty (officio) principle in the natural law philosophy of
Samuel Pufendorf and comprehend its relevance to the natural law of the early modern age,
as well as to delineate the historical and philosophical context which facilitated its
development. The Principle of Duty in the Natural Law Philosophy of Samuel Pufendorf

According to Pufendorf the difference between the notions on duty postulated by
moral theology, jurisprudence and natural law lies in the source of justification of the
corresponding action of theses duties. It is revelation in case of moral theology, state law in
case of jurisprudence and human mind in case of natural law.

Samuel Pufendorf critically revised the concepts of Grotius and Hobbes so that the
idea of the early modern age natural law was shaped in its clearest form through the
synthesis.

Pufendorf’s intention to set up natural law as a unified scientific system led him to the
task of adjusting the disorganized multitude of legal concepts. Thus, he differentiates
between authority and right according to the strength of their action. Authority means
actually possessing a thing or commanding a person, whereas right is a request. Right is an
active moral quality as it binds people into committed relations making them parties of an
agreement or a contract. When the right of one person on a thing is in correlation with other

person's duty to respect this right and obligations derived from it.

Obligation (obligatio) refers to the moral quality of a human action which completes
the right, whereas a person’s duty to respect the rights of others creates a legal chain; the

skill of taking up responsibility is rooted in morality of a human being: obligation and



discretion are the components of a moral action. Morality is a quality possessed by humans
only, as beings bearing free-will. Moral law is a chain of our natural freedom.

Pufendorf differentiates human duties of an absolute quality towards God, oneself and
other human beings.

Duties towards God which follow from natural law, essentially comprise rules of
natural religion.

Duties towards oneself are divided into mental and physical ones. The former includes
striving for self-development, expressed in cultivation of bestowed individual talents and
skills; the later is responsible for self-preservation.

Duties towards the society are the vital elements of Pufendorfs notion on duties.
Their utmost importance and absolute quality is due to the nature of a human as a social
being. Since Pufendorf considers that notions of duties and rights depend on immanent
sociality of human nature, there is no contradiction between private rights of a person and
the universal duties toward his fellowman.

To consider each person an essentially equal being is a duty of every member of a
society and it relates to the Christian idea of initial equality of sons and daughters of God, a
postulate which remains consequential and relevant both from an ethical and legal, as well as
a political or cultural standpoint.

If we look in more broad perspective, the work serves for reactualisation in legal
philosophical thought of jusnaturalistic perspective on state, law and problematics of

relations inside human society.
Key Words: Pufendorf, duty, natural law, sociability, entia moralia, Cicero, natural state,

nature of right, social contract, obligation, early Modern period, Hobbes, Grotius, Aristotle,

Thomas Aquinas, christian aristotelianism.
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..... Jlmst Hac HPaBCTBEHHOCTH, B3sATas BHE YEIOBEUECKOrO OOIIECTBA, HE CYIIECTBYEeT, 3To oOmad. Jms Hac
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2. Entia Moralia
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Liberty Fund; revised edition of New York, Oxford University Press, 1927b. 2009 Political Writings of Samuel
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Liberty Fund; revised edition of New York, Oxford University Press, 1927b. 2009, Political Writings of Samuel
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Freiburg/Miinchen, Verlag Karl Albert, 1998, 93. 17.
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