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Abstract

Martin Heidegger’s philosophy had a pervasive influence on Hannah Arendt’s The Human
Condition. Although Heidegger is not mentioned in 7he Human Condition, Arendt herself
claims that her work “grew right out of the first days in Marburg and so is in all respects
indebted to” him. Heidegger’s interpretation of Plato and Aristotele in his lecture course on
Plato’s The Sophist, which was given in the winter semester of 1924-25 at the University of
Marburg, “left indelible marks upon Arendt's thinking.” Heidegger's profound influence on
Arendt is most apparent in the fact that her relation to the tradition of political philosophy is
founded upon Heidegger's destructuring of the tradition of Western metaphysics. Just as
Heidegger sought to returned to the experiences of pre-founders of Western metaphysical
tradition, so Arendt returns to the experiences of ancient Greek polis which was neglected
and distorted by the tradition of political philosophy. Thus, Arendt adopts the Heideggerian
strategy of destruction of Western metaphysics but she separates it from its philosophycal
context and transposes it into a political context. In this respect, Arendt’s The Human Con-
dition has been read as an attempt to offer a politicised version of Heidegger’s existential
phenomenology. Accordingly, this dissertation is an attempt to search for the roots of
Arendt’s philosophical views in her magnum opus. Based upon close reading of Heidegger’s
texts, this disertation argues that Arendt’s ontology and her understanding of modern age in
The Human Condition have been impacted by Heidegger’s later philosophy. The inves-
tigation is in two stages: 1) a survey of the development of Arendt’s philosophical thought

before 1958; 2) an analysis of Heideggerian elements in her 7he Human Condition.
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Banality of Evil,” 11.
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2 ob. Young-Bruehl, Hannah Arendt: For the Love of the World, 443.
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and London: The MIT Press, 2016;) bt005@ 35000929600b bo3ob8msb 3s3doMol dglisbgd ob. Victor Frarias,
Heidegger and Nazism, trans. Paul Burrell, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, Philadelphia, 1989; Tom
Rockmore, On Heidegger's Nazism and Philosophy, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991; Hans Sluga,
Heidegger's Crisis Philosophy and Politics in Nazi Germany, Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press,
1993; Emmanuel Faye, Heidegger, the Introduction of Nazism into Philosophy in Light of the Unpublished
Seminars of 1933-1935, trans. Michael B. Smith, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2009.
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30 Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory, 47.

31 Pitkin, The Attack of the Blob: Hannah Arendt's Concept of the Social, 46.

52 1bid., 164.

% Bakan, “Arendt and Heidegger: The Episodic Intertwining of Life and Work,” 87.

3 Pitkin, The Attack of the Blob: Hannah Arendt's Concept of the Social, 52. ma6Hc ©9ES0Mo© 5096 E0L
539603500 dme3z5(9mdolb dglsbgd ob. Richard H. King, Arendr and America, Chicago and London: The
University of Chicago Press, 2015.
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Log3Mbol Hobsdg, Moysb 0go obggz Fgodergds Imd3gmoym 3509a9M0L 253 gbols
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% Ibid., 163.
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% Ettinger, Hannah Arendt/Martin Heidegger, 10.
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4 Scott, “What St. Augustine Taught Hannah Arendt about “how to live in the world”: Caritas, Natality and the
Banality of Evil,” 11.
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23b0905, o Fob IGMHP0” Bo5bs33egdL, HOMOE 33 50oAJL F9dmddgoly’ s339L-
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